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CHIANG MAI CHARMS FARO

An ear ly  morning rain welcomed vis i tors  on the f i rst

day of  the 7th FARO meeting held at  the Empress

Convention Center  in  Chiang Mai ,  Thai land from

November 13 to 15,  2025 col laborat ing with the        

36  THASTRO meeting.  t h
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Refining the Goal

Growing Through 
Leadership 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  
The Sr i  Lanka
College of  Oncologists

b y  P r a n g r a w e e  S a n g c h a n  ( T h a i l a n d )

I t  was another  mi lestone for  FARO with more

internat ional  part ic ipants  than ever  having 874

attendees f rom i ts  member societ ies  and the rest  of

the world.  Radiat ion oncologists  and al l ied health

professionals  took part  in  the scient i f ic  conferences,

research presentat ions and workshops.  This  event  also

attracted 35 vendors f rom across the industry  to

showcase their  latest  technology.

… c o n t i n u e d  t o  p a g e  0 9

Back in Japan 

No Perfect  Research Tit le



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It may sound like a cliché, but time truly flies. I first attended

a FARO Council Meeting in 2015 as the Director of

International Collaboration Committee of Korean Society for

Radiation Oncology. Since then, eleven years have passed

like a fleeting dream. However, these eleven years have not

simply slipped by without meaning. Since its establishment,

FARO has grown to include radiation oncology societies

from 15 countries across Asia as member societies, and we

have successfully held seven scientific meetings. Through

the Leadership Development Program, we are nurturing the

next generation of leaders in Asian radiation oncology, and

we continue to hold monthly webinars. In addition, we are

making steady and gradual progress toward the future.

This year, the Public Relations Committee has been newly

established and has taken on the responsibility of

producing the FARO Newsletter under the leadership of Dr.

Chan Woo Wee of Korea. Therefore, this issue holds special

significance as the first newsletter published under a

dedicated committee. I would like to express my sincere

appreciation to the Leadership Development Program

Committee and the FARO Secretariat for their dedicated

efforts in producing the newsletter thus far, and I look

forward to the continued contributions of the Public

Relations Committee.

In August this year, ESTRO meets Asia will be held in

Singapore, and our next scientific meeting will take place in

April next year in Osaka, Japan. I kindly encourage you to

mark both events in your calendars.

Across Asia, we must continue to take an interest in one

another and support each other. In the field of radiation

oncology, I hope that FARO will continue to fulfill this

important role, and I look forward to your active interest and

participation.

 

Thank you.

FARO OFFICERS AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS

2026-2027
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YOUNG INVESTIGATOR
AWARDEES
b y  M a n u e l  M a r t i n  L o p e z  ( P h i l i p p i n e s )

1 3  A W A R D E E S  
  

Hasnina Akter
BANGLADESH

Samina Siddique
PAKISTAN

Takahiro Kanehira
JAPAN

Jun Wang
CHINA

Mohd Fairuz Jayah
MALAYSIA

Widyastut i
INDONESIA

Joseph Causapin
PHILIPPINES

Saarthak Miglani
INDIA

Birendra Yadav
NEPAL

Saerom Sung
KOREA

Syadwa Abdul
Shukor

SINGAPORE

Napatsorn
Thumyongkit

THAILAND

Uranchimeg
Tsegmed

MONGOLIA

The Scientific Committee received a total of 330 abstract

submissions—a significant increase from previous year of 190

abstracts. More than half came from China (192, 58%) followed by

India and Japan with 42 and 19 abstracts respectively. Southeast

Asian countries namely Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand

submitted 13 abstracts each. There were five submissions outside

Asia such as Australia, Italy and USA. 

Summer 2026 |  page 03

Eleven out of the 289 poster presentations were awarded as best

posters—mostly from China, Japan and Korea. While the

remaining 41 abstracts were for oral presentations with topics on

CNS and H&N (9), genitorurinary (9), breast and lung (8),

gastrointestinal and hepatobiliary (8), and gynecology (7). The

highest scoring abstracts from 13 member societies bagged the

“Young Investigator Awards” as shown in the table.

The upcoming Joint FARO-ESTRO Congress on August 28-30,

2026 in Singapore has also accepted abstracts having topics

about artificial intelligence, proton/particle therapy, MRI- and

CBCT guided adaptive radiotherapy and advanced delivery

techniques such as SBRT to name a few.



NO PERFECT RESEARCH TITLE
b y  J o s e p h  C a u s a p i n  ( P h i l i p p i n e s )

Summer 2026 |  page 04

I know firsthand the reality that we face immense pressure on our time, often making academic

pursuit feel like an insurmountable barrier. This is especially true here in the Philippines, where

we frequently encounter limitations in resources. However, I’ve realized that it isn’t about

finding extra hours we don’t have; it is about aligning our limited capacities with our advocacy

to elevate our local practice. Despite the constraints, we are sitting on an abundance of local

cases that translate into rich, reliable data. By documenting our unique clinical experiences,

we create a foundation for future research that is truly representative of our population.

Whether you are refining a protocol or identifying gaps in service, that "why" creates the

momentum for systemic change.

For those just starting out (like me), please know that there is no such thing as a "perfect"

research title or a flawless approach. We often find ourselves stuck, waiting for a

groundbreaking idea, but our field grows best through simple, honest intentions to contribute.

Meaningful work doesn't need to start with a grand plan; it starts by simply responding to the

things that bother us. If a delay in care or a treatment disparity keeps you up at night, let that

frustration be your spark. When you turn those "clinical bothers" into structured inquiry, you are

already one step closer to making a real contribution. In the end, research is just our most

disciplined way of finding the answers that matter most for our Filipino patients.

In an era where technology and treatment paradigms shift rapidly, research is best viewed as

an integral part of clinical practice rather than an external requirement. It is the mechanism that

continually refines the "standard of care," ensuring that the treatments delivered in the bunkers

today remain at the forefront of medical advancement and patient safety.

Receiving the Young Investigator Award serves as a poignant reminder of the crucial role

research plays in radiation oncology. In our field, it is easy to view research as just another

daunting task on an already overflowing "to-do" list—especially during training. But I’ve come

to see that research isn't just an extra job; it is our way of responding to the ever-changing

world of oncology.

… Simply responding 

to what bothers us.
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As a representative of THASTRO, the

host country for the 5th FARO

Leadership Development Program, it

was a privilege to welcome everyone

to Chiang Mai—the city where I

graduated. After a series of virtual

meetings seeing everyone only on

screen, this was our first opportunity

to finally meet face-to-face. My first

task was to ensure everyone received

a  warm  reception.    That   is  why  we 

FROM SOCIAL DINNERS TO FRIENDSHIPS
b y  T a w a n  C h a i p u w a n a r t  ( T h a i l a n d )

Cultivating 

Professional Bonds 

in Chiang Mai

hopped into Chiang Mai’s iconic “Rod Daeng” (Red Trucks) for a short, scenic ride along the

Ping River, the city’s historic lifeline. There was something about huddling together and sharing

laughter in the back of a Rod Daeng that breaks the ice faster than any boardroom session ever

could. 

By the time we arrived at Samsen Villa, the

group was already buzzing with energy,

transitioning effortlessly from international

colleagues into a close-knit community of

peers. Under the warm glow of the

riverside, that evening became the first

beat of our program. I believe that the best

collaborations start with a shared meal, a

genuine smile, and friendship. 

These moments of connection at the truck ride and dinner table

created a foundation of trust that would support our

professional work long after we leave Thailand. It was a true

honor for me to see how an evening of local hospitality could

turn a group of delegates into a lifelong circle of friends.
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GROWING THROUGH LEADERSHIP
b y  D e n n y  H a n d o y o  ( I n d o n e s i a )

Participating in the Leadership Development Program (LDP) Batch 4

as a leader from Indonesia was a defining chapter in my career. The

program opened doors to meaningful connections with radiation

oncology colleagues across Asia, creating a vibrant network of

professionals united by a shared vision of advancing cancer care. It

was a privilege to learn from diverse perspectives, exchange

knowledge, and strengthen bonds that transcend borders.

“True leadership is not about power, 

but about empowering others to grow.”

The LDP experience was not only about acquiring leadership skills, but also about embracing

the values of collaboration, resilience, and innovation. Engaging with fellow leaders challenged

me to think beyond my own context and to appreciate the richness of cultural diversity in

shaping effective leadership. These lessons became invaluable when I stepped into the role of

a mentor for Batch 5.

Mentorship offered me the opportunity to give back to the program while continuing my own

growth. Guiding this new batch of young leaders, I witnessed their enthusiasm and

determination, which reminded me of the importance of nurturing future leaders. Sharing

experiences, offering support, and learning from their fresh ideas reinforced my belief that

leadership is a continuous journey of mutual growth.

Above all, the LDP has been a source of

inspiration. It has allowed me to learn,

share, and grow alongside FARO leaders

who are committed to excellence and

service. I am deeply grateful for this

journey and remain motivated to

contribute to the collective advancement

of our field. I am also confident that we

can shape a brighter future for oncology

across Asia.
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REFINING THE GOAL
b y  S u j a n a  P r i y a  ( I n d i a )

“Increasing Opportunit ies  for  Young
Radiat ion Oncologists  across Asia”  is  the
project  assigned to our  group.  Though
seemingly straightforward,  the said topic
demanded thoughtful  explorat ion of  both
current  gaps and future needs.  

Representing AROI for  LDP Batch 5,  the
nat ional  body of  Radiat ion Oncology in
India,  has been a pr iv i lege.  Within our
group—Ivy (Singapore) ,  Wei  Quan
(Mal aysia) ,  Tae Hoon (Korea)  and Isht iaq
(Bangl adesh)—there was immediate
resonance around the fact  that  young
Radiat ion Oncologists  across Asia  face
var ied but  s ignif icant  chal lenges.  Our
ini t ia l  onl ine leadership sessions were
deeply enr iching and set  the stage for  our
group project—an assignment that
quickly  brought  real -world chal lenges
into focus.

Using the IAEA project-design f ramework,
we began structur ing our  ideas.  The short
turnaround to submit  a  concept  with
outcome measures was daunting,  and our
ini t ia l  proposal—to el iminate inequal i t ies
in access—proved to be very broad.
Valuable feedback f rom our  mentors ,       
Dr  Wah Wah,  Dr  JM Carabeo,  Dr  Anna
Fineza and Dr  Tomo,  helped us ref ine our
direct ion.

Inspired by Charles K.  K ao’s  saying,  

“ I d e a s  d o n ’ t  a l w a y s  c o m e  i n  a  f l a s h ,  b u t
t h r o u g h  d i l i g e n t  t r i a l - a n d - e r r o r . ”

Hence,  we revis i ted the core problem.
Instead of  start ing f rom scratch,  we
chose to bui ld on the ini t ia l  work by the
previous LDP cohort .  Across our
discussions,  a  clear  theme emerged—
while numerous learning tools  and
opportunit ies  exist  for  young Radiat ion
Oncologists ,  they remain f ragmented and
dif f icult  to  access.  

Our ref ined goal  is  to  develop a
comprehensive o n e ‑s t o p  r e s o u r c e  h u b
—a pl atform that  consol idates academic
mater ials ,  career  guidance,  opportunit ies
and fosters  networking across the FARO
region.  We are currently  compil ing
content ,  then upload into a  dedicated
domain for  l inking to FARO website  as
next  immediate step.    Above i t  a l l ,  we
hope this  ini t iat ive becomes a
sustainable and impactful  resource that
empowers young Radiat ion Oncologists
and strengthens col l aborat ion across
Asia.



Radiotherapy centers

Oncology centers
without RTSri Lanka

Population: 22
million
Land area:
67,655 km²
Oncology
centers: 24

There are 24 oncology centers across nine provinces of
Sri Lanka, out of which 09 provide radiotherapy
facilities. Currently, there are 8-linear accelerators, 9-
cobalt tele therapy machines, and 2-high dose rate
(HDR) brachytherapy units operating at government
hospitals providing services completely free of charge.  
Presently, Sri Lanka has 0.93 MV machines per 01
million people, (highest in South Asian region) and
hope to expand further up to 1.2MV machines/million
at the end of 2026.

Oncology Services in Sri Lanka

The Sri Lanka College of Oncologists (SLCO) is the
leading academic body representing all oncology
physicians in Sri Lanka. Established in 2003, SLCO is
dedicated to advancing the field of oncology through
research, education, and advocacy.

What is SLCO?

Visit us at https://slco.lk/

Main event

Sri Lanka College of
Oncologists

National Cancer
Conference in
conjunction with the
SAARC Federation of
Oncologists' conference

 

Recent Developments 

Implementation partner
of WHO Global Initiative
of Childhood Cancer in
Sri Lanka focused on
improving outcomes of
Childhood Cancer in the
country

MoU with the Global
Health Partnership of
University of Cambridge
to share knowledge,
experiences and advance
research in cancer care 

Key partner of Ministry
of Health, Sri Lanka to
develop advanced
radiotherapy centers in
at least one Center of
Excellence in all
provinces of the country
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Work and vision 

Prof. Imjai Chitapanarux, President of FARO and THASTRO, led the

session and shared the organization’s vision. FARO committee

members also presented updates on the Education, Research,

Scientific, and Leadership programs. The meeting concluded with

the Secretary’s presentation of the survey findings.

… continued from front page

Unveiling the power of comprehensive cancer care

The opening session addressed current management and the role of radiotherapy in both

established and controversial areas. The sessions on molecular treatment approaches and

immunotherapy captured the attention of many participants, while proton therapy was

discussed from a practical perspective.

The Grand Hall and the other two conference rooms

were packed with attendees across the day as many

sessions were laid out. Oral and poster presentations

received strong interest among participants.

Lastly, the 8  FARO meeting will be held in Osaka, Japan

on May 26-28, 2027 along with the 40  JASTRO J-CERG

meeting.

th

th



T h e m e
Radiat ion Oncology 2050 in Asia :  

Unit ing for  the Future
of  Cancer  Care

D a t e s
26–28 May 2027

V e n u e
Osaka Internat ional
Convention Center
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BACK IN JAPAN
b y  S a r a  H a y a w a  ( J a p a n )

The inaugural  FARO Meeting was
held in  the beauti ful ,  h istor ic  capital
of  Kyoto in  2016.  In  the 10 years
since,  our  community  has grown
immensely.  Today,  FARO stands as a
robust  al l iance of  15 part ic ipat ing
societ ies .  Together ,  we have bui l t  a
strong,  cross-border  network that  has
paral leled the remarkable
advancement of  radiat ion oncology
across Asia .

I  personal ly  had the pr iv i lege of
part ic ipat ing in the FARO LDP Batch
5,  I  was fortunate to meet  l i fe long
fr iends who share the same passion,
as wel l  as  t ruly  inspir ing mentors .
What  we have cult ivated over  these
past  10 years  extends far  beyond
academic knowledge.  The warm
rel at ionships and strong bonds
fostered by FARO are the true dr iv ing
force behind our  ongoing work.

Our  host  c i ty  for  this  edit ion is  Osaka,  one of
Japan's  most  dynamic megacit ies .  In  beauti ful
contrast  to  the quiet  t radit ion of  Kyoto—the
home of  our  f i rst  meeting—Osaka is  a  c i ty
def ined by i ts  boundless energy,  continuous
innovat ion,  and the warm,  passionate spir i t  of
i ts  people.  

We are thr i l led to celebrate FARO's  remarkable
evolut ion,  and i t  br ings us incredible joy to
see col leagues f rom across Asia  gather  once
again in  Japan to reconnect  in  person and
share new vis ions.  

Let  us shape the next  era of  radiat ion oncology together  in  the ever-evolving,
energet ic  c i ty  of  Osaka.  As we look toward 2050,  let 's  unite  for  the future of  cancer
care.  We sincerely  look forward to seeing you in May 2027.
 
Welcome back to Japan!
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30
September

Association of 
Radiation Oncologists of India

28 October Varian

25
November

Malaysian Oncological
Society
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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PAST WEBINARS



Myanmar Society for
Radiation Oncology
(MSTRO)
https://www.mmacentral.org/
societies/myanmar-society-
for-radiotherapy-oncology/

Nepalese Society of
Radiotherapy & Oncology
(NESRO)
https://nesro.org 

Pakistan Society of Clinical
Oncology (PSCO) 
https://psco.com.pk

Philippine Radiation
Oncology Society (PROS) 
https://pros.org.ph

Singapore Radiological
Society (SRS)
https://srs.org.sg

The Sri Lanka College of
Oncologists  (SLCO)
https://slco.lk

Thai Association of
Radiation Oncology
(THASTRO)
https://www.thastro.org
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15 MEMBER SOCIETIES

Bangladesh Society of
Radiation Oncologists
(BSRO)
https://www.bsro.info

China Society for Radiation
Oncology (CSTRO)
http://csro.org

Association of Radiation
Oncologists of India (AROI) 
https://aroiwb.org

Indonesian Radiation
Oncology Society (IROS) 
http://www.pori.or.id

Japanese Society for
Radiation Oncology
(JASTRO)
https://www.jastro.or.jp

Korean Society  for
Radiation Oncology
(KOSRO)
http://eng.kosro.or.kr

Malaysian Oncological
Society (MOS)
https://mymos.my

Mongolian Society for
Radiation Oncology
(MOSTRO)

CORPORATE
MEMBERS
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